As a multidiscipline firm active in
everything from desalination to min-
ing, AES Arabia is best known in the
utility industry for its constant devel-
opment of membrane treatment tech-
nology, which first became available
in the 1960s. The company has played

an important role in the evolution of

the design, engineering and manu-
facturing of brackish and seawater

reverse osmosis through innovative

design and improved pre-treatment
techniques.

The company operates a fully
equipped manufacturing centre with
support facilities in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, over an area of 11,000 square
kilometres — one of the largest of its
kind in the region.

Having banked more than $40
million in orders last year, CEO
Fawaz Malki expects that figure
to double for 2011. “We have
positioned ourselves at the heart of
the energy sector, and I'm extremely
confident about the coming year. We
see huge growth in both the conven-
tional -energy space, as well as for
alternate energy solutions and water
conservation.”
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Alstom recently launched its re-
vised GT26 turbine, using an in-
novative sequential combustion de-
sign allowing it to be parked at 20
per cent load while remaining with-
in emissions regulations, enabling
it to bring 350MW of power to the
grid in approximately 15 minutes.
The company employs more
than 93,000 people in more than 70

countries, and in 2009/20 had sales
of in excess of $32.5bn.

Alstom uses engineers to inte-
grate components into the overall
cycle and power plants. “We try to
combine the best of the knowledge
of the integration with the best of
the knowledge of the equipment it-
self,” says Mark Coxon, senior vice
president of Alstom.

Alstom is also active in renew-
ables, having recently won a $414
million contract to build a hydro-
power plant in India, launched a
redesigned onshore wind turbine
and last year announced the pur-
chase of an equity stake in solar
innovators BrightSource. The com-
pany is also working on biomass
and waste-to-energy solutions.
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